
MINUTES
W. Charles Akins High School Band Booster Organization

Date | time 6/13/2017 6:00 PM | Meeting called to order by Kathleen Biliti

In Attendance

Kathleen Biliti, Cynthia Marquez, Kevin Blockinger, Bill Arellano, Florinda Lewis

Introduction

Kathleen Biliti introduced Bill Arellano, to come in as Vice President of Fundraising. Kathleen Biliti motioned for 
approval of Bill for Vice President, second by Kevin Blockinger, and motion was passed. 

Updates

Kathleen began to bring Bill up to speed on 501 and banking information. 
Balance in account is $1,550.65. On June 30, 2017, the 2016 990 needs to be done. James Ybarbo will work on it 
and speak to Bill.
Mixed Bag Fundraising has been given to Mr. Palmer. He was informed that he needed to decide by the beginning 
of this incoming school year as to whether or not he will have the students sell items. If not then Kathleen mentioned 
to him she would like to receive the information so that we as a booster organization can schedule this fundraiser. 
Kathleen heard great comments from parents at Cook Out that they were pleased they did not have to donate any 
items for the function.
Kathleen brought Bill up to speed on the forgiveness of debt, said owed by the band program from previous board 
and the motion to forgive the debt and how the organization will not continue to co-mingle funds between both 501C. 
Kathleen also mentioned to Bill that Mr. Fincher asked the boosters for assistance with the down payment for the 
leadership retreat of $954.00.  Band now owes boosters $2,765.00 for the online ticket sales of banquet tickets plus 
the $954.00 for the deposit, which brings the balance owed to $3,719.00 to be paid in August. 
Kathleen brought the board up to date on her meeting with Charles Mead, the President of the Bowie Band Booster 
Organization. He informed her that their organization handle everything in regards to funds for the program and 
shopping day. He also shared with her that as an organization, they send out 75 “Welcome Letters” to businesses to 
assist in bringing in funds and sponsors for the school year. Her meeting with Mr. Mead was very informative.
Kathleen proposed that Akins Boosters begin to take on the responsibility of shopping day with the knowledge that 
Mr. Fincher will take care of Fair Share and Charms accounts. 
The boosters will set up a business Pay Pal account to accommodate the families who are unable to pay the full 
amount owed on shopping day, making sure to allow monthly payments until the balance is owed. 
Kathleen suggested that the boosters send out a mass email informing families of how to use charms, and inform 
them of the possibilities to earn money through the fundraising and working at COTA and Frank Erwin Center. 
A Go Daddy website needs to be set up for our booster organization so that families will be able to find us on the 
internet. The cost will be about $170 per year/$9.90 per month for the lease of the domain. Kathleen motioned to 
approve the cost for a Go Daddy account, Kevin Blockinger second, and motion was approved by all. 
Kathleen mentioned that the Akins Booster By Laws have not been updated since the inception in 2011, therefore a 
committee or the entire board need to update and submit the updated information to Parent Booster USA, so that 
the organization is in compliance.
In the future we as an organization need to advertise better on the scholarships that we award. This past school 
year only one student submitted a completed application, and there are two scholarships that are award per year at 
$500.00 each. 
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Kathleen also mentioned that we need to find a seamstress to possibly make sash’s for our graduating band 
seniors. Kevin will find out the name of incoming freshman parent that will be able to assist with this project. The 
question came up as to whether or not to make the sash’s and give as a gift to the graduating band seniors or have 
them wear them on graduation day and return. A motion was given by Florinda Lewis to approve the making of 
sash’s and then give as a gift to the graduating seniors, the motion was second by Cyndi Marquez, and motion was 
approved by the rest of the board.
Kathleen gave an update on Walgreens and Walmart donations. Walgreens has agreed to donate all items needed 
for the chaperone bags and Walmart will donate $250.00 in gift cards to purchase fresh fruit for the students for the 
first Wednesday of marching camp. 
Kathleen brought up the subject of needing to find a banquet facility for the 2018 band banquet. Everyone in 
attendance agreed that the facility used this year, the Onion Creek Ballroom was very nice and laid back. Everyone 
seemed to enjoy themselves, and it was in close proximity to everyone. Kathleen motioned to approve the use of the 
Onion Creek Ballroom and make a deposit for the 2018 banquet so that we can reserve the hall. Everyone approved 
this motion, and Florinda Lewis will call the school to check on the date for the Prom, so that we can have our 
banquet the week after. 
Kathleen showed everyone the stadium seat cushions she found online for possible spirit item to sell. This item is 2” 
thick and would have our band emblem on them. The minimum order is 100 at $5.52 each. It was mentioned that 
there doesn’t seem to be enough value, therefore we will not purchase. 
Kathleen gave an update on Guidestar, all the information for our organization has been submitted therefore we 
should be able to begin receiving a portion of the proceeds from sales as long as the customer listed our 
organization to their specific account.
 

Next Meeting

[Date | time], [Location] Yet to be determined
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.


